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Dr. Chris Maggio 
1985 , 1991 
President 

Northwestern State 
University 


Dear Alumni: 

In case you haven't already heard, Northwestern 
State has exciting news to share. A study released a few 
weeks ago revealed that NSU had an economic impact 
of $428.2 million on the university's 10-parish service 
area, which includes Bossier, Caddo, DeSoto, Grant, 
Natchitoches, Rapides, Red River, Sabine, Vernon and 
Winn parishes. This represents 1.4 percent of the region's 
gross regional product. 

The study was part of a state-wide economic impact 
analysis conducted for the University of Louisiana sys¬ 
tem that concluded at NSU and the eight other schools 
in the system contributed $10.9 billion to the state's 
economy in 2017-18. 

The ongoing daily impact of Northwestern's economic 
contributions to the economic stability in this region 
is extraordinary. The creation and support of jobs and 
businesses, enhancement of the workforce and quality 
of life in the area, the attraction of thousands of visitors 
and spending by students, university personnel and 
alumni are at the heart of our regional economy. 

The role our alumni play in the growth of Northwest¬ 
ern State cannot be overstated. It is because of your 
gifts, your service and your participation that we con¬ 
tinue to be able to attract and retain more students and 
support our faculty in academic endeavors. 

Thank you for all you do for Northwestern State Uni¬ 
versity. 



Drake Owens 
2004 , 2005 
Assistant Vice 
President of External 
Affairs for University 
Advancement 


Dear Alumni: 

By the time you read this, we will be in the full swing 
of spring activities and planning to celebrate another 
graduating class on May 10. This semester has been an 
exceptionally positive one as the university continues to 
grow in the number of people we serve, the programs and 
services we offer and the lives we impact. 

The "By the Numbers" page in this edition places a 
strong focus on NSU's economic impact, but beneath 
those numbers are people who were affected by our uni¬ 
versity: students, families, business owners, philanthropy 
groups and others. It is encouraging to know that NSU is 
serving a greater good, not only through education, but 
by improving the economy and creating a better quality 
of life in Louisiana. 

I hope you will join us by engaging in some of the up¬ 
coming alumni events that are listed on the back cover of 
the magazine and take a moment to read about two new 
members of our staff on page 2. If there is any way we can 
help you become more involved your alma mater, we will 
be happy to help. 
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Northwestern State University’s economic impact on the Northwest and Central 
Louisiana region last year was $428.2 million. Northwestern State’s direct financial 
impact on the region included $89.4 million in spending for payroll and operations, 
$8.4 million in student spending, $8.9 million in visitor spending, $314.3 million in 
alumni impact and more than $7 million in expenditures for research, construction and 
spinoff companies. 

Including the 961 full-time and part-time faculty and staff positions at Northwestern 
State, the university supported a total of 6,946 jobs as a result of its wide-ranging 
effect on the economy. That is one of every 55 jobs in the region. 


IMPACTS CREATED BY NSU 
IN FY 2017-18 



NSU's impact on the 
area's economy represents 
1.4 percent of the entire gross 
regional product, or GRP, 
of the 10-parish region. 

■■ 


$89.4 million 

Operations Spending Impact 


$1.2 million 

Research Spending Impact 

e 

(TTH 

$711.3 thousand 

Construction Spending Impact 


$5.3 million 

Spin-off Company Impact 


$8.9 million 

Visitor Spending Impact 


a 


$8.4 million 

Student Spending Impact 


o o 
rrn 


$314.3 million 

Alumni Impact 



$428.2 million 
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$428.2 million 

Total income added 
in the region 
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TOP INDUSTRIES IMPACTED BY NSU 

(JOBS SUPPORTED) 

1,727 

Government, Education 

Health Care & Social Assistance 
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1 out of 55 

jobs in the region 


Government, Non-Education 
538 

Accommodation & Food Service 
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Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 
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FOR EVERY $1... 

Students gain 

10* $3.70 

in lifetime earnings 
Taxpayers gain 

M $3.80 

in added tax revenue and 
public sector savings 
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Society gains 

$ 11.10 

in added state revenue 
and social savings 


INVESTMENT ANALYSIS 


Future benefits are discounted to the present 



Student Perspective 
$643.8 million 

Benefit: Higher future earnings 


$174.7 million 

Cost: Tuition, supplies, oppportunity cost 


3.7 

Benefit/cost ratio 


14.5% 

Rate of return 
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Taxpayer Perspective 
$92.2 million 

Benefit: Future tax revenue, 
government savings 

$25.9 million 

Cost: State funding 


3.8 

Benefit/cost ratio 


12.3% 

Rate of return 



Social Perspective 

$2.8 billion 

Benefit: Future earnings, 
tax revenue, private savings 

$250.3 million 

Cost: All university and student costs 


11.1 

Benefit/cost ratio 


n/a 

Rate of return 


The new study was part of a statewide economic impact analysis conducted for the University of Louisiana System which concluded that NSU and 
the other eight schools in the system contributed $10.9 billion to the state’s economy in 2017-18. That was 4.5 percent of the gross state product. 


This public document was published at a total cost of $19,972.57. 50,500 copies of this public document were published 
in this first printing at a cost of $19,972.57. The total cost of all printings of this document, including reprints is $19,972.57. 
This document was published by Northwestern State University Office of University Advancement and printed by Cenveo 
Worldwide Limited, 200 First Stamford Place, Stamford, CT 06902 to foster and promote the mutually beneficial relationship 
between Northwestern State University and its alumni, supporters and community partners. This material was printed in 
accordance with standards for printing by state agencies established pursuant to R.S. 43.31. Printing of this material was 
purchased in accordance with the provisions of Title 43 of the Louisiana Revised Statues. 
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Cobb, Jaworski join Alumni & Development staff 


Northwestern State University 
welcome two new staff members to 
the Office of Alumni and Development. 
Danielle Antoon Cobb is the new 
associate director of Development. Mae 
Jaworski is the new associate director of 
Alumni Affairs. 

Cobb's primarily endeavors will be in 
fund raising, networking and planning 
events to engage donors and 
community partners in support¬ 
ing the university and working 
closely with the Alumni Associa¬ 
tion. 

Cobb is a Natchitoches native 
who earned a degree in hospital¬ 
ity management and tourism 
with a minor in business at NSU 
in 2010. As a student, she was 
involved with Sigma Sigma Sigma 
Sorority, Student Activities Board, 

Honor Court and was a Freshman 
Connector. 

Prior to her appointment at NSU, she 
served for five years as senior community 
development manager for the American 
Cancer Society. She has also been a com¬ 
munity liaison for Hospice of Natchitoches 
and is currently the Natchitoches Kiwanis 
Club's New Member of the Year and an 
officer. 

"I am extremely excited about my new 
role at Northwestern State University," 
Cobb said. "Both of my parents, Johnny 


and Merle Antoon, and my brother 
Michael were graduates of NSU. I also 
met my husband at NSU. We have been 
Demons all of our lives and I am so excited 
to begin working to help future genera¬ 
tions experience the great things we offer 
here at NSU." 

The NSU Foundation works closely with 
individual donors and companies to 


help cultivate and solicit major gifts, she 
added. 

"Receiving scholarships is crucial to a lot 
of our students in order for them to fulfill 
their educational goals and I am humbled 
to be able to help make those dreams be¬ 
come a reality for so many of our students 
here at NSU." 

Cobb can be reached at (318) 357-5513 
or at cobbd@nsula.edu. 

Jaworski's efforts will be focused on 


recruiting members for the Alumni 
Association and planning Alumni events 
such as the Alumni After Hours, Long 
Purple Line, Golden Jubilee and the 
Alumni Tailgates at sporting events. 

Jaworski graduated from Natchitoches 
Central High School and earned a degree 
in social sciences at Northwestern in 2011. 
After teaching at the elementary level 

for several years, Jaworski joined 
the staff at Northwestern to help 
"bring people back to NSU to get 
them engaged with the wonderful 
things that are happening here." 

"Many alumni no longer live in 
Natchitoches and my job is to help 
connect them with their experi¬ 
ences here at NSU. Once they feel 
a part of the University again, they 
will feel more inclined to give back 
to help see NSU continue to flour¬ 
ish.That can be shown in multiple 
ways such as supporting different 
events, volunteering or through monetary 
donations." 

"When students see alumni giving back 
through their time and/or resources, they 
are inclined to do the same," she added. 

Jaworski can be reached at (318) 357- 
4292 or maejaworski@nsula.edu. 

Information on the NSU Foundation 
and projects coordinated through Alumni 
Affairs is available at northwesternalumni. 
com. 



U.S. Army Veteran Poole recognized 


Dan Poole of Natchitoches, who 
served as an Army engineer during 
the 1950s in the Army of Occupation 
in Southern Germany, was recognized 
during Northwestern State University's 
basketball game Feb. 16. NSU Presi¬ 
dent Dr. Chris Maggio offered con¬ 
gratulations. 

Prior to his enlistment, Poole gradu¬ 
ated from Northwestern State College 
with a Bachelor of Science in health 
& physical education and a minor in 
mathematics. While at NSC, he played 
four years of football under Coach 
Harry "Rags"Turpin and three years of 
basketball under Coach H. Lee Prather. 
He also ran hurdles, high jumped and 


was a member of the mile relay for the 
track team. 

After his honorable discharge from 
the Army, Poole returned home and 
worked for the Natchitoches Parish 
School Board until retirement. He 
then taught at St. Mary's High School, 
Jasper (Texas) High School, Lakeview 
High School in Campti and as an ad¬ 
junct for NSU's Department of Math¬ 
ematics. 

Poole has been a long-time sup¬ 
porter of Demon athletics and kept the 
official clock for NSU Basketball from 
1965-1990. He also worked many NSU 
track meets at Clerk of Course and has 
been a Demon season ticket holder 



since before any records were kept. 

In 2017, the Poole family, who have 
deep ties to NSU, created the Dan 
and Nelwyn Poole Scholarship for a 
student-athlete. 
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Tyler Price finds his footing in the spotlight, success on stage 



Graduates of Northwestern State 
University's Department of Theatre 
and Dance are making a splash far 
afield with Tyler Price (2016) and 
Marion Bienvenu (2012) starring in a 
recent production of "Little Women: 
The Musical" presented byThing- 
amajig Theatre at the Pagosa Springs 
[Colorado] Center for the Arts this past 
January, a show that drew rave reviews 
in the local press. 

Bienvenu, a Baton Rouge native, 
took on the lead role as Jo March. Price 
played John Brooke, the love interest 
of Meg March. 

According to Tim Moore, producing 
artistic director of the Pagosa Center 
Theatre, "We LOVE NSU students. Over 
the years, we've used Ryan Hazelbaker, 
director/choreographer; Taylor Marrs, 
costumer/actor/fund raising coordi¬ 
nator; Marion Bienvenu, actor; Alisha 
Munds, actor, and Tyler Price, actor/ 
director/youth camp director." 

Price, a New Orleans native, has 
been working full-time since gradu¬ 
ation and said that though acting is 
not easy, it is very fulfilling work. He 
worked at Cedar Point Amusement 
Park after graduation and with Thing- 
amajig the last two summers and the 
2018 winter season. 

"Working with Thingamajig Theatre 
Company changed my life! NSU has a 
great reputation up there because it 
is a family environment and that's ex¬ 
actly what the NSU Theatre and Dance 
environment was," he said. 

Price still lives in New Orleans but 
between contracts, he doesn't spend 
more than a few weeks a year at home 
and plans to move to New York City 
after his next two contracts. 

In March, he traveled to Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, to perform as Judah in 
"Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat." He will then head to Nap- 
panee, Indiana to perform in "Freaky 
Friday" and later play one of his dream 
roles, Jim in "Big River." Among his 
other favorite roles are Eddie in "Sister 
Act," John Brooke in "Little Women," 
and his NSU roles as the title character 
in "Sweeney Todd"and Papageno in 
Mozart's "The Magic Flute." He has had 
notable roles in"Hairspray"and"Aida" 


and directed several numbers of the 
Whatchamawhozits Children's Theatre 
Camp productions including "Annie Jr" 
and "Mission Moo Shu," which he also 
wrote. 

"I learned so much at NSU," Price 
said. "Pia Wyatt [professor of Theatre 
and Dance] has been a huge mentor 
throughout my career. She's always 
pushing me to go further and work 
harder while congratulating me on 
what I'm currently doing. She's always 
checking in with me and giving me 
advice to this day. I know that she's 
a phone call away at all times. She's 
really kept that educator relationship 
that was established at NSU. She's 
like the theatre mom I never had. The 
entire faculty is so encouraging and 
I'm a very proud alum of Northwestern 
State." 

Price got involved in theatre upon 
the recommendation of a social work¬ 
er following the death of his mother at 
age 9. He pursued theatre as a career 
following his involvement with the Jef¬ 
ferson Performing Arts Society where 
he worked back stage and met travel¬ 
ing actors who offered career advice 
and encouragement. 

Commenting on his role in "Little 
Women," Price complimented Moore 
on casting him in the role. 

"Colorblind casting is the new 


frontier and I'm happy to see that in 
Pagosa Springs." 

Dream roles he would like to pursue 
include Dan in "Next to Normal," Coal- 
house Walker in "Ragtime" and Beast in 
"Beauty in the Beast." 

Price's current show, Prather Produc- 
tions'"Joseph and the Amazing Tech¬ 
nicolor Dreamcoat" will run through 
May 4 at the Dutch Apple Dinner The¬ 
atre in Lancaster. Ticket information is 
available at dutchapple.com. 



Price, right, as Jim in “Big River” 

Photos courtesy of Thingamajig Theatre Company 
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Spotlights 

Danielle Mack, CFRE, was among 
those honored when the Baton Rouge 
Association of Fundraising Profession¬ 
als celebrated National Philanthropy 
Day to honor philanthropists, volun¬ 
teers and fund raising professionals. 
Mack is senior development director 
at Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center and 
was named Outstanding Professional 
Fundraiser. 

Mack graduated from NSU in 2003 
with a degree in journalism with a 
concentration on public relations. 

At Mary Bird Perkins, Mack leads 
a team that advances support from 
corporate and foundation partners 
throughout southeast Louisiana and 
provides guidance to donor relations, 
prospect management, research and 
stewardship while acknowledging 
donor generosity and gift impact. 

Mack has also worked at the LSU 
Foundation and Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston where she led 
fundraising and stewardship campaign 
events, securing multiple major gifts 
resulting in 95 percent growth. 

Mack is an active volunteer in the Ba¬ 
ton Rouge community and has served 
on the board of several community 
organizations. She is a graduate of the 
Baton Rouge Area Chamber's Class of 
2014 Leadership Class and was recipi¬ 
ent of the 2012 Brother Donnan Berry 
Award for Chapter Service presented 
by the Baton Rouge Chapter of Asso¬ 
ciation Fundraising Professionals. She 
unofficially mentors other young fun¬ 
draising professionals in the industry 
and is a sounding board for many AFP 
colleagues. 

A self-proclaimed foodie, Mack 
enjoys Asian and southern cuisine 
and trying new recipes. In her free 
time, she enjoys traveling and spend¬ 
ing time with her husband James and 
daughter Autumn. 

Robert B. Caldwell Jr. of Many (MA 
2011) completed his Ph.D. with a 4.0 in 
courseworkfrom the University of Tex¬ 
as in Arlington. He recently completed 
the doctorate in transatlantic history 
with comprehensive fields of migra¬ 
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tion history, revolutions, 
cartographic history and 
the history of explora¬ 
tion and discovery. His 
research involves history 
of cartography, ethno- 
history, foodways, colo¬ 
nialism and imperialism 
and Native American 
and Indigenous studies. 

Caldwell defended his doctoral 
dissertation entitled "Indians in their 
Proper Place: Culture Areas, Linguistic 
Stocks, and the Genealogy of a Map" in 
August 2018. The dissertation explores 
150 years of thematic maps of Ameri¬ 
can Indian homelands, languages and 
culture. Caldwell was a 2011 graduate 
of the master's program in Heritage 
Resources at NSU. Since completing 
his doctoral thesis, he has worked as 
a postgraduate research fellow for 
UTA, and in September was awarded 
the prestigious fellowship in the Royal 
Geographic Society. 

Dr. Renae Myles (2000) was recog¬ 
nized by the NCAA for her leadership 
development, particularly as a minor¬ 
ity who has broken barriers in the 
athletic field. The NCAA produced a 
video package profiling Myles and her 
achievements: https://drive.google. 
com/file/d/1 RCLnFA8Nep1 VeUJZq6Xn 
9fFhP3fJFk3i/view. 

Myles is the senior associate athletic 
director, chief operating officer and se¬ 
nior women administrator at Winthrop 
University in Rock Hill, South Carolina. 
She earned her undergraduate degree 
as a student-athlete at the University 
of Southern Mississippi. 

Randy Smith 

(2007) was named 
the Veterans of For¬ 
eign Wars Louisiana 
High School Teacher 
of the Year. The 
Bolton High School 
educator was recog¬ 
nized at a statewide 
conference of veterans in January after 
being nominated by Post 1736 of Alex¬ 



Randy Smith 



Robert 

Caldwell 


andria. Smith teaches ninth grade civ¬ 
ics and Advanced Placement govern¬ 
ment and politics educating students 
about Americanism and patriotism. 

Among the many examples of his 
dedication, he cooks for a tailgate on 
Friday nights for neighborhood kids 
and sponsors the Freshman Academy, 
which tracks students'progress and 
provides interventions to stay on the 
path to graduation. Smith also spon¬ 
sors the Youth Volunteer Corps, which 
motivates at-risk children to become 
involved in the community through 
service projects. He also finds time to 
work with the Bolton soccer team as a 
goalie coach. 

The University of North Georgia 
Convocation Center's Dean Hyams 
Terrace was named in appreciation of 
Henry Michael Hyams Jr. for 28 years 
of unwavering service to the univer¬ 
sity, its students and the Dahlonega 
community. Over this career, Hyams 
(1962,1971) served as dean of stu¬ 
dents and later as vice president of 
Student Affairs. Throughout his career, 
Hyams was known as a mentor, leader, 
teacher and surrogate parent earning 
the moniker "Coach." 

Hyams has been a strong sup¬ 
port of UNG athletics and instituted 
a leadership award and scholarship 
annually presented in his honor. As a 
retired U.S. Army Colonel and Vietnam 
veteran, Hyams brought a wealth of 
military experience and knowledge to 
the university. 

The Dean Hyams Terrace represents 
the distinguished and unselfish service 
that characterized Hyams'dedication, 
leadership and generosity to the Uni¬ 
versity of North Georgia. 

Lamark Carter (2004) was named 
cross country and track and field head 
coach at Wiley College in February. He 
will coach both men's and womens' 
Wildcats teams.This will be Carter's 
first head coaching job at the college 
level, having been head coach at Byrd 
High School in Shreveport. 

Carter participated in the 2000 
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Nominations open for Hall of Distinguished Educators 

Northwestern State University's Gallaspy College of Education and Human Development Alumni Advisory Board is 
seeking nominations for the Hall of Distinguished Educators for 2019. 

Nominees must have earned an undergraduate, graduate or doctoral degree from an NSU teacher preparation 
program, have at least 30 years experience and must have made significant contributions to the field of education 
and/or the larger community at a local, state, national or international level. Nominees can be living or deceased. 

Nominations are also open for Distinguished Young Professional in Education, an award that recognizes an 
outstanding young professional who has made contributions in Pre-K through higher education or to the profes¬ 
sion of education through teaching, research or community service. Nominees must be 40 years old or younger, 
have at least 10 years of meritorious service to education and gained prominence in some areas of teaching, 
administrative achievement, contributions to research, leadership in professional associations, contributions to 
professional literature and outstanding community service. Nominees should be of high moral character whose 
contributions have most fully expressed the spirit of service the award represents. 

Inductees will be honored during a brunch and induction ceremony at theTeacher Education Center during 
Homecoming festivities. 

The deadline to submit nominations is July 26. 

Anyone who would like to nominate an outstanding College of Education alumnus who has had a distinguished 
career in education should send the nominee's resume and other documentation outlining the reason for the 
nomination to NSU Gallaspy College of Education and Human Development, Northwestern State University, 
Natchitoches, LA 71497. 

Nomination forms and additional information are available by calling (318) 357-6278. 
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Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia. 
As an NSU student, he was a silver 
medalist in the 1999 International 
Associates of Athletes World Indoor 
Championships as well as the Pan 
American Games. He has won three 
national championships at the USA 
OutdoorTrackand Field Champion¬ 
ship. 

Wiley College is a four-year private 
historically black liberal arts college in 
Marshall, Texas. 

Colten Kennedy, who graduated 
in December 2018 in NSU's Computer 
Information Systems program, landed 
a job at IBM in Baton Rouge after an 
internship with Real Vision Software 
where he learned how to code in 
Javascript. 

Kennedy's accomplishments were 
lauded by Monty Chicola (1980), 
president of Real Vision Software, who 
hopes to develop more NSU talent 


in the field of computer information 
systems. Real Vision Software develops 
image processing software to be sold 
as an IBM product and co-develops 
hardware projects with IBM Rochester. 



Sportswriter 
Philip Timothy, 

a Northwestern 
State graduate 
and former Natchi¬ 
toches Times sports 
editor, has been 
selected for the 
2019 Distinguished 
Service Award in 
Sports Journalism 

from the Louisiana Sports Writers As¬ 
sociation, and will be inducted in the 
Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame June 8. 

Timothy, who has won national, 
regional and state awards as a writer 
and editor, was greatly influential in 
the early stages of developing the 


Philip Timothy 


Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame museum 
during and after his term (1998-2000) 
as the LSWA president. A 1976 NSU 
graduate who worked in the sports 
information office and was sports 
editor of the student newspaper The 
Current Sauce, he has over 40 years of 
sports writing and editing expertise to 
his credit. 

The Distinguished Service Award in 
Sports Journalism is the most presti¬ 
gious honor offered to sports media in 
the state. 

For more than four decades, Timo¬ 
thy has crisscrossed the state cover¬ 
ing sports with accomplishment and 
distinctive style at all levels, and along 
the way he has also served as mentor 
to dozens of current and former sports 
writers. His LSWA leadership was a 
pivotal factor in gaining and main¬ 
taining traction that resulted in the 
long-awaited museum construction a 
decade later. 
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Five inducted into Long Purple Line, Alumni Hall of Distinction 


Northwestern State University inducted five distinguished individuals into the Long Purple Line, the university's alumni hall of distinction, during a 
luncheon, induction program and unveiling of portraits in the Sylvan Friedman Student Union Ballroom March 22. Since 1990, 130 NSU alumni have 
been named to the Long Purple Line based on personal and/or professional achievements and service to their communities and to Northwestern State. 
Honored this year were, from left, Stewart Ewing of Monroe, Luther "Buddy" Lott of Natchitoches, Billy Montgomery ofHaughton, Pat Pierson of Natchi¬ 
toches and Tommy Wright of Houston. Information on the Long Purple Line and past inductees can be found at nsutraditions.com/the-collections. 


Northwestern State University honored 
five alumni by inducting them into the 
University's alumni hall of distinction, 
the Long Purple Line. The 2019 inductees 
are Stewart Ewing of Monroe, Luther 
W. "Buddy" Lott and Patricia Pierson 
of Natchitoches, Billy Montgomery of 
Haughton and Thomas M. Wright of 
Houston. 

Since 1990,130 NSU alumni have 
been named to the Long Purple Line. 

Ewing served as executive vice 
president and chief financial officer for 
CenturyLink. 

Ewing was the longest-serving chief 
financial officer of all Fortune 500 com¬ 
panies in the nation at his retirement. 
He joined CenturyLink in 1983 as vice 
president of finance, became vice pres¬ 
ident and controller in 1984 and senior 
vice president and chief financial 
officer in 1989. He was elevated to the 
position of executive vice president 
and chief financial officer in 1999. 

Before joining Century Telephone, 
which later became CenturyLink, Ew¬ 
ing was associated for 10 years with 
KPMG, formerly Peat Marwick & Associ¬ 
ates in Shreveport. 

Ewing has been instrumental in 
CenturyLink's transformation from a 
regional exchange telephone com¬ 
pany to a worldwide technology and 
telecommunications company. He 
was at the forefront of CenturyLink's 
acquisition strategy by negotiating all 
stages of purchase agreements from fi¬ 
nancing the acquisitions to regulatory 
issues to folding new companies into 
the corporate structure and philoso¬ 


phy. He was a leader in ensuring that 
CenturyLink headquarters remained in 
Monroe. 

Ewing earned a bachelor's in busi¬ 
ness at NSU in 1973. He received an 
Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters 
from NSU in 2017. Ewing is a member 
of the NSU College of Business Hall of 
Fame and is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Louisiana Endowment 
for the Humanities. 

Lott became president of Lott Oil 
Company in 1979 and has helped 
build it from a single truck and two 
employees to one of the region's most 
successful petroleum distributorships. 
The company delivers more than 100 
million gallons of fuel and three mil¬ 
lion gallons of commercial lubricants 
to Louisiana and adjoining states. 

Lott Oil was a key responder during 
Hurricane Katrina, delivering the first 
diesel for generators to the command 
posts set up by FEMA and the Coast 
Guard in downtown New Orleans. The 
company remains a vital team mem¬ 
ber in disaster response planning with 
state and parish emergency services 
and law enforcement. 

Lott is a leader in his profession, 
serving on the National Advisory 
Board for Chevron-Texaco, as vice 
president of the Chevron Texaco 
Petroleum Marketers Association and 
former president of the Louisiana Oil 
Marketers and Convenience Stores 
Association. He has also been involved 
in public service and in local civic 
organizations. 

Lott is a decades-long supporter of 
Northwestern State athletics and the 


Demons Unlimited Foundation. In 
2017, he and his family established the 
Luther W. Lott, Sr. Memorial Scholar¬ 
ship, an endowed four-year scholar¬ 
ship through the NSU Foundation. 
Through his leadership Lott Oil is a 
long-time supporter of numerous 
charitable organizations. 

Montgomery has had successful 
careers as a coach, educator and in 
politics. He served for 20 years in the 
Louisiana House of Representatives 
from 1988 to 2008. Montgomery has 
been the Bossier Parish Police Jury's 
project coordinator since 2008. Before 
entering politics, he won more than 
300 games over 10 seasons at Haugh¬ 
ton and Lafayette High winning two 
state championships. He served as 
assistant principal at Haughton from 
1970-82 and principal from 1982-88. 

Montgomery has been named to 
the Louisiana Political, Louisiana High 
School Coaches Association, Louisiana 
High School Basketball Coaches and 
Ark-La-Tex Sports Museum's Hall of 
Fame. He was named Louisiana's Mr. 
Basketball in 2009. Montgomery was 
recognized as One of the 10 Most In¬ 
fluential People in High School Sports. 

The Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame 
awarded him the Dave Dixon Award 
in 2011. Montgomery was named "A 
Leader of the Century by the Shreve¬ 
port Times" in 2002. He was the only 
individual to receive the International 
Police Award in 1990. 

Montgomery earned a bachelor's 
in education in 1960 and a master's in 
administration and supervision at NSU 
in 1966. He also did additional work 
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On the Bookshelf: 

From the Dust of the Earth - Who, Me?' by Michelle Packard Chopin 


From the Dost of toe Earth - 
Who, Me? 


"From the Dust of the Earth - Who, Me? "a new book by Michelle Packard Chopin, 
was written to serve as a study for reflection by individuals or small groups. The author 
developed both creative and educational writings to bring deliberate thought and 
contemplation to the reader toward opening the window for self-evaluation, potential 
change and living life to the fullest. 

Within 212 pages, 60 themes offer 
expressions of hope, dreams, realities and 
visions for the future. The author presents 
words for those who need help, for those 
who are searching, and for those who 
want confirmation. Excerpts, quotes and 
bible verses were specifically selected and 
compiled to correspond with each theme. 

The author hopes to grasp the reader's 
attention, spark interest, provoke thought, 
encourage reading, and promote study. 

Bible verses were studied and compared 
across multiple translations to benefit all 
readers. 

"One of my goals for this manuscript 
is to create or develop an antecedent for 
change. Learning is realized by an evident 
change in behavior, concurrently with 
a change in thinking - which I hope for, 
according to your need. To those search¬ 
ing for something, I hope these readings 
promote contemplation and provide 

encouragement and guidance. These words come through much thought, reflection 
and thanksgiving, yet through little deliberation,"Chopin said. 

Chopin earned a degree in vocational home economics education at Northwestern 
State 1978 and a master's degree in counseling from Louisiana Tech. 



A STUDY FOR REFLECTION 


Michelle p. Chopin 



Chopin is 
supervisor of | 
operations 
and develop¬ 
ment with 
the Child 
Nutrition 
Program for 
Caddo Par¬ 
ish Schools 
and serves 
as chairman of the Northwest Louisi¬ 
ana Area Supervisors and Directors for 
School Food Service. She also worked 
for Coastal Plains Public Health District 
at the Biloxi Clinic and Keesler Air Force 
Base Medical Center providing diet 
therapy, nutrition education and health¬ 
care. Early in her career, she taught at 
Southwood High School in Shreveport 
where she later returned to teach in the 
home economics department. 

"Although we each think differently, 
there are things on which we can be on 
one accord. My mission here is to help 
others, while hoping that each person 
will also help many others, possibly 
toward an exponential effect." 

The book is available at Amazon.com 
and Barnesandnoble.com, ISBN #978-0- 
692-05223-5. 


toward his plus 30 at NSU. 

Pierson was successful as a coach, 
teacher and administrator at North¬ 
western. She earned a bachelor's at 
NSU in 1977 and master's at NSU in 
1980 and a doctorate at LSU in 2001. 

She was Northwestern State's 
women's basketball coach for nine 
years, winning three conference titles, 
leading the Lady Demons to the finals 
of the Women's National Invitational 
Tournament and coaching multiple 
all-conference and academic All-Amer¬ 
ican players. Her 1985-86 team won 25 
games, the most in school history. She 
won more than 200 games as a colle¬ 
giate head coach, serving five seasons 
at East Carolina where she won a regu¬ 
lar season conference championship 
and coach of the year honors in 1992. 

She joined Northwestern's faculty in 
the Department of Family and Con¬ 
sumer Sciences in 1992. Pierson later 
became head of the department and 
helped create the bachelor's pro¬ 


gram in hospitality management and 
tourism, which has placed graduates 
in positions with leading companies 
throughout the nation. Under Pierson's 
leadership, the program achieved 
national accreditation. 

Pierson was a two-time recipient of 
the College of Science, Technology and 
Business Excellence in Teaching Award 
and was selected as Academic Advi¬ 
sor of the Year at NSU. In 2015, Pierson 
was awarded the status of Department 
Head Emeritus by the College of Sci¬ 
ence, Technology and Business. 

Wright is a partner in the RSM US 
LLP Houston office and is a member 
of National Tax Leadership Committee 
for RSM's Private Client Services group, 
leads the PCS Practice for the Central 
Region and co-leads the RSM Family 
Office practice. His primary expertise 
is in tax matters related to tax plan¬ 
ning for family wealth preservation, 
wealth transfers, charitable transfers, 
closely held business enterprises and 


multigenerational families. He works 
extensively with high-net-worth 
families, family offices and closely held 
businesses. He began his career with 
Haskins & Sells (now Deloitte USA, LLP) 
in 1973 and was admitted to Deloitte 
as a partner in 1981. In 1985, he joined 
the Houston firm of Margolis, Phipps & 
Wright, P.C. He served on the Execu¬ 
tive Committee of Margolis, Phipps & 
Wright, P.C. until joining his partners 
and staff members in opening the 
Houston office of RSM in 2013. He is 
active in numerous professional orga¬ 
nizations including the American In¬ 
stitute of Certified Public Accountants 
and Texas Society of Certified Public 
Accountants and has spoken at numer¬ 
ous seminars on subjects related to 
taxation and tax legislation. Wright 
earned a bachelor's in accounting at 
Northwestern State in 1973. He serves 
on the Northwestern State University 
Foundation board and is a trustee of 
Mary R. Gallaspy CharitableTrust No. 2. 
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Northwestern State University's third annual Flavor of Louisiana was a resounding success. The March 22 event drew about 750 guests 
and raised more than $77,000 for student scholarships and academic programs. Dozens of faculty, staff and student volunteers worked for 
months to plan the event, presented in partnership with the Louisiana Seafood Board, which donated Louisiana seafood that was prepared 
and served by chefs from around the region. Guests were able to wander from station to station tasting a variety of delectable seafood dish¬ 
es ranging from the exotic to traditional favorites, along with craft beers, specialty cocktails, desserts, meat options for non-seafood eaters 
and more. Academic departments organized raffles and silent auctions for prize packages, gift baskets and vacation getaways with proceeds 
benefiting their specific programs. Special guest Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser, a supporter of the event since its inception three years ago, 
was presented with the Nth Degree for meritorious service to NSU, the city of Natchitoches and the state of Louisiana. 


Chris Waddell Day of service 



Celeste Waddell, right, visited with students at St Mary's School and 
their teacher, Susu Burke, left. In the background are Director of Athlet¬ 
ics Greg Burke and Jourdan Waddell. 


On the 15th anniversary of the last full day of her only son's 
life, Celeste Waddell was playing dodgeball in his honor. For 
the first time since her 19-year-old died suddenly, stricken 
on the football field atTurpin Stadium at the end of a light 
workout on March 1,2004, she had summoned the emotional 
strength to return to Northwestern State as the 2019 Demons 
visited local schools in the 14th Annual Chris Waddell Day. She 
has been back to campus, and the spot near midfield where he 
collapsed, numerous times through the years, often leaving a 
rose on the logo that memorializes him. 

Surrounded by little kids in school uniforms and big college 
boys wearing their NSU jerseys, she was ecstatic. Before the 
games at each of the five schools, she was introduced by NSU 
head coach Brad Laird, who was the Demons'defensive coordi¬ 
nator in 2004. Her message at each stop to children ranging up 


turns tragedy into triumph 

to junior high school was values-centered. 

"The same thing I've always preached: God first, and family. 
Choose your friends wisely. Dream big. You can do anything you 
imagine if you keep those values in mind," she said, gratified at 
the reactions as activities continued into the mid-afternoon. 

She wasn't the only Waddell present. Her niece, Chris'cousin 
Jourdan Waddell, is a junior at Northwestern and participated 
in her third Chris Waddell Day. Last year, she won NSU's Miss 
Lady of the Bracelet crown and was fourth runner-up in the 
Miss Louisiana pageant. 

A pre-schooler when her cousin passed away from a cardiac 
event due to Kawasaki Syndrome complications, Jourdan 
remembers him playing with her, a gentle 300-pound offensive 
guard, a giant not too proud to be on the floor surrounded by 
dolls and toys. 

"Chris was a kind-hearted person, very humble and very 
hard working. That's the message all kids should take away 
from Chris Waddell Day, is to constantly work hard and strive 
for whatever it is you want to do, but at the same time, still 
have fun, like he did." 

Waddell Day, said Laird, has themes that are valuable for 
anyone, not just kids or college football players. 

"First it's about stressing education. The reason we bring our 
student-athletes is because they've taken care of their business 
in the classroom and they're good examples to these kids. 

"But it's also about remembering his example. Chris lived 
every day to the fullest. Too many times we get so busy and 
forget about just having fun and living it. That's what he did, 
from the time he was a baby and he was diagnosed with his 
(heart) condition. When he passed away, he was doing what 
he loved. Wouldn't we all want to live every day, be the very 
best we can be, and live life to the fullest?" said Laird. "That's a 
great message not only for the kids we're talking to, but to all 
of us, and anyone, anywhere." 
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Donations to Chadick Professorship will be 
matched by anonymous donor 


Northwestern State University's De¬ 
partment of Mathematics is honoring 
the memory of a former colleague by 
establishing the Stan Chadick En¬ 
dowed Professorship of Mathematics. 

"Dr. Chadick was a teacher, mentor, 
colleague and friend to many and his 
loss will be felt for a long time, even 
while he continues to influence the 
future of our community through all of 
us that he touched," said Dr. Leigh Ann 
Myers, professor of mathematics. 

Chadick was a member of North¬ 
western State's faculty for 37 years and 
a Professor Emeritus. During his tenure 
at NSU, he served as a full-time faculty 
member, head of the Department of 
Mathematics and the first director of 
the Louisiana Scholars'College. He was 
the curriculum coordinator at the Loui¬ 
siana School for Math, Science, and the 
Arts at the school's inception where 
he helped develop the curriculum and 
supervised the 45 teachers at LSMSA 
during the first two years. 

Chadick was one of three teachers to 
receive NSU's first Distinguished Fac¬ 
ulty Award in 1987. He was one of two 
teachers to receive the first Alumni 
Association's Outstanding Teaching 
Award in 1990. He was awarded the 
Northwestern State University Presi¬ 
dent's Distinguished Service Award in 


2005. Before his retirement, he was 
recognized as NSU's most prolific grant 
writer. After retirement, the Mathemat¬ 
ical Association of America Louisiana- 
Mississippi Section selected Chadick 
as recipient of the Certificate of Merit 
given every five years to a member of 
the Section. He also received the Loui¬ 
siana Association of Teachers of Math¬ 
ematics'first Lifetime Service Award in 
Mathematics Education. In 2014, NSU 
awarded Chadick an honorary Doctor¬ 
ate of Applied Science. 

Chadick, an Arkansas native, earned 
a B.S. in mathematics at University of 
Central Arkansas and an M. S. in math¬ 
ematics at the University of Arkansas. 
He joined Northwestern State's faculty 
after receiving his Ph.D. in mathemat¬ 
ics at the University of Tennessee in 
1969 and retired in 2005. 

Chadick passed away in 2017. 

Faculty in the Department of Math¬ 
ematics are seeking public support to 
raise $80,000 in contributions that will 
be matched by $20,000 from the Board 
of Regents. Income from the endow¬ 
ment will be awarded to a professor 
in the department who is involved 
in professional development of K-16 
teachers and/or student activities. 

Every contribution of $50 or more to 
the Stan Chadick Endowment will be 



Dr. Stan Chadick 


matched 1:4 by an anonymous donor 
until the goal is reached. For example, 
a contribution of $200 to the fund will 
result in an additional donation of $50. 

For more information, contact Myers 
at mvers(5)nsula.edu or (318) 357-6140 
or Jill Bankston, CFRE, at bankstoni(a) 
nsula.edu or (318) 357-4241. Gifts can 
be mailed to the NSU Office of Univer¬ 
sity Advancement, Development Of¬ 
fice, Natchitoches, LA 71497. Informa¬ 
tion and an online form is available at 
northwesternalumni.com. 



A crowd of students and representa¬ 
tives from Northwestern State Univer¬ 
sity, Sodexo, the Natchitoches Area 
Chamber of Commerce, the city of 
Natchitoches and Chick-fil-A Inc. gath¬ 
ered Jan. 28 for the long-anticipated 
grand opening of the new Chick-fil- 
A Express located at 912 University 
Parkway. The restaurant is adjacent to 
the NSU Marketplace bookstore across 
from NSU's Eugene P. Watson Memorial 
Library. Restaurant hours are 7 a.m.-IO 
p.m. Monday-Saturday. Chick-fil-A is 
closed on Sundays. Students are able 
to use their declining balance at Chick- 
fil-A. The Chick-fil-A Express offers a 
variety of breakfast and lunch items, 
chicken sandwiches, nuggets, sides 
and more. 
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Pete Gregory earns 

LEH Lifetime Achievement Award 

The Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities (LEH), in 
partnership with Lieutenant Governor Billy Nungesser, has 
selected anthropologist archaeologist and Northwestern 
State University professor Dr. Hiram F."Pete"Gregory as the 
winner of the 2019 Lifetime Contribution to the Humani¬ 
ties Award.The award, which has been given annually since 
1992, is part of the state humanities council's effort to honor 
individuals and organizations who have made significant 
contributions to the study and understanding of the human¬ 
ities. Gregory and the other award winners were scheduled 
to be honored April 4 at the 2019 LEH Bright Lights Awards 
Dinner in Lafayette. 

"I was surprised to receive this honor and am very ap¬ 
preciative," said Gregory."! feel as if I am being honored for 
doing what I have always enjoyed." 

Gregory is academic advisor of the Louisiana Creole Heri¬ 
tage Center and the curator for NSU's Williamson Museum, 
which houses a collection of over 100,000 artifacts, including 
arts and crafts from 41 different tribes of the southeastern 
United States. In 2016, Nungesser and the Louisiana Office of 
Cultural Development recognized him as Louisiana's Archae¬ 
ologist of the Year. 

Gregory is in his 58th year as a member of Northwest¬ 
ern State's faculty. He is believed to be the longest-serving 
employee in Northwestern's 134-year history, working at the 
institution for more than 40 percent of its tenure. Gregory 
has taught thousands of Northwestern students who have 
gone on to be anthropologists, archeologists, nurses, teach¬ 
ers, businesspeople and professionals. 



Dr. Hiram F. "Pete" Gregory and Bel Abbey, a Coushatta traditionalist 
and teacher, are pictured spinning horsehair rope at Abbey's house 
near Elton in the late 7 970s. Photo by Don Sepulvado. 



Dr. Pete Gregory is pictured doing field work with student Carry I Pleas¬ 
ant in the late 7 980s. The photo was taken by Pleasant's brother Ran, 
also a student of Gregory's. 


Among the many groups and projects he has worked with 
for many years are the Jena Band of Choctaws on a language 
project, a group in the Breda Town section of Natchitoches 
to preserve the Breda Town cemetery and the Tunica-Biloxi 
as they became the first tribe to gain federal recognition 
under rewritten federal regulations. Gregory also helped 
people in the Robeline area who were interested in preserv¬ 
ing Los Adaes, the first colonial capital of Texas. He has also 
worked extensively with the Caddo Nation in Oklahoma to 
preserve and promote the tribe's heritage. 

"Whenever I encounter an aspect of Louisiana culture with 
which I am unfamiliar, whether it concerns people, places, 
art, history, technology--you name it, I know that Pete will 
have some familiarity and in many cases detailed expertise, 
and he will take the time to share his knowledge," said Jef¬ 
frey Girard, one of Gregory's former colleagues at NSU and 
the 2015 Louisiana Archaeologist of the Year. 

Gregory received the President's Distinguished Service 
Award from NSU in 1999. The Creole Heritage Center pre¬ 
sented him with a Lifetime Achievement Award last year. 

Gregory co-authored a major work,"The Historic Indian 
Tribes of Louisiana" with Fred B. Kniffen and George A. 

Stokes. He has contributed two major catalogs of Louisiana 
folk art and has authored papers on folkways, material cul¬ 
ture and archaeology in a number of professional journals. 
He also edited the major articles relating to the Caddo in The 
Southern Caddo: An Anthology. Gregory also co-authored 
"The Work of Tribal Hands: Southeastern Split Cane Basketry" 
with Dayna Bowker Lee. 

"Louisiana is a rich state in terms of cultural diversity," said 
Gregory"lt is one of the most amazing places on the planet 
when you consider how people manage to keep their own 
culture going. They do things traditionally. I am glad I have 
been able to help people find their own voice along with 
appreciation for what they do." 
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Northwestern State University's Wind Symphony has been se¬ 
lected to perform at the World Association for Symphonic Bands and 
Ensembles conference in Bunol, Spain, July 10-13,2019. WASBE is the 
only international organization of wind band conductors, composers, 
performers, publishers, teachers, instrument makers and friends of 
wind music. It is the only organization completely dedicated to enhanc¬ 
ing the quality of the wind band throughout the world and exposing 
its members to new worlds of repertoire, musical culture, people and 
places. 

"In the band directing profession, this is considered a significant 
achievement," said Director of Bands Dr. Jeff Mathews. "Bands from all 
over the world apply to perform at this conference and only a few are 
chosen. An international panel of band directors reviews the appli¬ 
cations and recordings of each group and then decides who will be 
invited to perform." 

The NSU Wind Symphony is a concert band that performs in winter 
and spring. Participation is by audition and members are regarded as 
among the top musicians in the department. 

"At Northwestern, we are famous for our marching band, so this is 
fantastic for the program that our concert band -- our serious musical 
side -- is being recognized as well," Mathews said. "Some of our best 


recruiters are band directors and when they see our concert band be¬ 
ing recognized like this it another way to encourage students to choose 
NSU." 

To apply for WASBE, Mathews submitted a recording of the ensem¬ 
ble's spring concert for review by the WASBE Artistic Planning Commit¬ 
tee. The recording was peer-reviewed by an international committee of 
wind band conductors. He also submitted concert programs covering 
the last three years to inform the Artistic Planning Committee of the 
style and caliber of work the ensemble typically performs, a history of 
the program and a proposed program of what they will perform at the 
WASBE conference in Spain. 

"Since becoming Director of Bands, one of my goals has been to 
grow the reputation of our concert bands through performances like 
this one at the WASBE conference," Mathews said. "Many folks that have 
never heard of us will be looking us up soon." 

Bunol is a municipality in the province of Valencia. Alumni, friends 
and others are welcome to join the trip, which departs the U.S. July 7 
and returns July 14. Details will be available soon. 

NSU's performance at the conference will be live-streamed for 
internet viewers and recordings will be available for purchase of the 
performance. 


Morgan Extra Mile awards honor high-achieving and first-generation students 



Members of Sigma Sigma Sigma Sorority and Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity, along with supporters, 
participated in the third annual Morgan Scholarship Banquet where scholarships were awarded 
to outstanding students. 


Several Northwestern State Univer¬ 
sity students were named recipients 
of scholarships funded by NSU alumni 
David and Sherry Morgan that totaled 
nearly $25,000 in awards for high- 
achieving students and first-genera¬ 
tion students at NSU. 

Long-time NSU supporters, Mr. and 
Mrs. Morgan created the scholarships 
to recognize members of Pi Kappa 
Phi and Sigma Sigma Sigma who are 
committed to going the "Extra Mile" 
to achieve success. Recipients of First 
Generation Scholarships are the first 
in their immediate families to attend 
college. Members participate in an 
application process that is reviewed by 
chapter alumni before selections are 
made. 

Recipients were announced during 
the 3rd annual Morgan Scholarship 
Banquet March 7. Guests included 
Natalie Averitt, national president of 
Sigma Sigma Sigma, and Chris Conner, 
foundation director of Pi Kappa Phi 
Fraternity, who presented Morgan with 
a citation of distinguished service from 
the national fraternity. 


NSU and Pi Kappa Phi alumnus Mark 
Springer (2011), chief executive of¬ 
ficer of Avatar Nutrition, was keynote 
speaker and encouraged students to 
make going the extra mile a habit, 
view failures as opportunities and 
surround themselves with people who 
encourage them. 

David Morgan, a 1973 NSU graduate 
and alumnus of NSU's Beta Omicron 
Chapter of Pi Kappa Phi, established 
the Extra Mile Scholarship in 2008 to 
recognize members of Pi Kappa Phi 


who distinguish themselves through 
academic success, chapter leadership, 
campus involvement and part-time 
employment. The scholarship has since 
grown and is awarded at the national 
level as well as in the local chapter. 

The Sherry Fargerson Morgan "Extra 
Mile" Scholarship for Sigma Sigma 
Sigma was announced in 2017 and 
mirrors the criteria for Pi Kappa Phi by 
honoring students who are outstand¬ 
ing and high achieving members of 
the chapter. 
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Ill Foundation News 


Anacoco Starting-Five create scholarship for AHS, NSU students 


A group of Anacoco High School 
and Northwestern State University 
alumni are supporting students at 
both of their beloved schools by 
awarding a scholarship to an Ana¬ 
coco High grad who attends NSU for 
all four years of study. The 1958-59 
Anacoco High School Starting-Five 
Scholarship will be awarded to an in¬ 
coming NSU freshman selected from 
each year's Anacoco graduating 
class and presented at graduation. 
The student must maintain a 2.75 
grade point average for the scholar¬ 
ship to be awarded in the amount of 
$1,000 all four years of study. 



The Anacoco Starting-Five are, from left, Bill 
Stokes, Charles Goins, Joe Singletary, Bill Tilley, 
and Harvey Marcus. 


The group shared their story this way: 

"In 1958 and 1959, Anacoco High School had a unique and 
exceptional group of small kids who wanted to excel in all 
endeavors. The starting five players on the basketball team 
consisted of two seniors and three juniors. The team was 
exceptionally small and fast. They never won a state cham¬ 
pionship but in the process of playing a 65-game schedule, 
they compiled an impressive record and earned the respect 
and admiration of both fans and foes. Four of the five gradu¬ 
ated from Northwestern State College in 1963 and 1964. 
They were Harvey Marcus, Joe Singletary, Bill Stokes and Bill 


Tilley. The fifth player, Charles Goins, 
attended Louisiana Tech. 

"Their success on the court is not 
what made the group unique. All 
were true competitors driven by a 
strong desire, dedication and deter¬ 
mination to excel in all endeavors. 
They excelled in sports and in the 
classroom in high school and col¬ 
lege. All required financial aid and 
assistance to attend college. 

"Harvey Marcus became a 
certified public accountant and 
successful business entrepreneur in 
Monroe. Joe Singletary became an 
international airline pilot and flight 
instructor for Delta Airlines. Bill Stokes played basketball 
for Northwestern and he retired from the Calcasieu Parish 
School system having served as a teacher and principal. Bill 
Tilley, a lawyer, was Vernon Parish's District Attorney for 30 
years and assistant district attorney for four years. 

"Anacoco High School and Northwestern State provided 
each of them with a sound education. It was because of 
their love, respect and appreciation for Anacoco High School 
and Northwestern State University that they established the 
Anacoco Scholarship Foundation in 1999. Harvey Marcus 
and Bill Tilley initiated this scholarship on a golf course in 
Tucson, Arizona, in the summer of 1998." 



Julia Hildebrand Scholarship will benefit future teachers 

As an educator whose career spanned several decades and included 
work on the state and local level, Julia Hildebrand felt a desire to support 
aspiring teachers who have a passion for children. She and her husband 
Tynes established the Julia Hildebrand Education Endowed Scholarship for 
education majors through a donation to the Northwestern State University 
Foundation. From left are Dr. Kimberly McAlister, dean of NSU's Gallaspy 
College of Education and Human Development, Tynes and Julia Hildebrand 
and NSU Development Officer Kimberly Gallow. 


GCLRA support College of 
Business and Technology students 

The Greater Central Louisiana Realtors Association 
presented the group’s annual donation to the North¬ 
western State University Foundation that funds scholar¬ 
ships for two students from Allen, Avoyelles, Catahoula, 
Evangeline, Grant, LaSalle, Natchitoches, Rapides and 
Winn parishes. Students selected are sophomores and 
above with a 3.0 or better grade point average pursu¬ 
ing degrees through NSU’s College of Business and 
Technology. From left are College of Business faculty 
Dr. Carmella Parker and Dr. Margaret Kilcoyne, dean; 
Janice Bolton, a member of the executive committee of 



the Louisiana Realtors Association; GCLRA President 
Marsha McGraw-Barbera, Director of Development Jill 
Bankston, CFRE; Shanna Braxton, past president of 
GCLRA, and NSU Development Officer Danielle Cobb. 
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Ill Foundation News 


Hurst Hall Scholarship will be awarded to graduate, doctoral students 

The family of the late Dr. Hurst M. Hall Sr., a long-time member of the Northwestern State 
University faculty, created a scholarship in his memory to benefit a student pursuing a master's 
or doctoral degree in education or psychology for a period of three years. 

The family chose to award the scholarship at the master's level or higher because there are 
fewer scholarship options for those students. 

"Most people at the master's level and beyond have more financial constraints because they 
have families and other responsibilities," said Jane Hall, Dr. Hall's wife. "Hurst believed in educa¬ 
tion and always continuing to learn no matter what your age." 

Dr. Hall, 88, passed away Aug. 6 in Natchitoches. 

"Dr. Hurst Hall made a difference in my life,"said Dr. Vickie Gentry, provost and vice president 
of Academic Affairs. "Always supportive to the College of Education and Department of Psychol¬ 
ogy. Always seeking ways to support students and his colleagues. A generous, kind-hearted 
man. I miss him so much; this scholarship will carry on the traits he best represented." 

To make memorial contributions to the Dr. Hurst M. Hall Memorial Scholarship in Education, 
visit northwesternalumni.com or call (318) 357-4414. 



Perseverance scholarship honors legacy of outstanding Scholars’ student 


Matthew Burroughs lived a 
life that, though far too short, 
continues to inspire others. Asa 
student in the Louisiana Scholars' 
College at NSU, he left a legacy of 
hope, friendship and perseverance 
with his peers and mentors. In 
his memory, Burroughs'parents, 
David and Carolyn Burroughs of 
Haughton, established the Mat¬ 
thew Burroughs Perseverance 
Endowed Scholarship that will be 
awarded to a student enrolled in the Scholars'College their 
sophomore year through graduation who demonstrate perse¬ 
verance and determination. 

"I can't talk about Matthew without smiling," said Dr. Holly 
Stave, professor of English, discussing Burroughs' impact on 
his faculty mentors and fellow students. "He represents the 
best about Scholars'. Whatever Matthew did, he did whole¬ 
heartedly. He embraced life so very fully and never felt 
anything to be foreclosed upon him. He never gave up his 
dreams." 

Burroughs attended Airline High School where he played 
trumpet in the band and was a tennis player. He graduated 


with honors from the Louisiana Scholars'College in 2002 with 
a degree in Humanities and Social Thought. As a student, he 
was in Blue Key and the Student Government Association. He 
played wheelchair tennis competitively, playing in 46 tourna¬ 
ments, ranking as high as #3 in the country and winning 19 
championships including two at the at the collegiate level. 

Burroughs earned a juris doctorate in 2006 from the Paul 
M. Hebert School of Law at Louisiana State University and 
practiced law for six years, working primarily with child advo¬ 
cacy. After receiving a call to ministry in the United Methodist 
Church, Burroughs became a student at the Perkins School of 
Theology at Southern Methodist University where he served 
as president of the Student Association and volunteered at 
the Bonhoeffer homeless shelter. He completed his course- 
work, making an A in each course. He passed away March 8, 
2018, and was awarded his Master of Divinity degree posthu¬ 
mously by Perkins and SMU. 

"His total purpose and mission were to serve others and he 
did so with a smile and a sense of purpose and perseverance 
through whatever obstacles he encountered," his father David 
Burroughs said. "Matthew loved and cared about people, 
Scholars'College and Northwestern State University. He was 
often at NSU athletic events and proudly wore the purple." 



Matthew Burroughs 



NAFA continues support of students 

Representatives from the Natchitoches Association of 
Financial Advisors presented a donation of $10,000 to the 
Northwestern State University Foundation, a contribution to 
support an endowed scholarship established by the NAFA. 
From left are NSU Director of Development Jill Bankston, 
Nettles Brown of Natchitoches, NSU President Dr. Chris Mag- 
gio, David Haymon of Leesvilleand Buddy Wood of Many. 

"We have a scholarship that has no restrictions. It's usually the 
last one that's given," Brown said."We are about helping kids. 
There are no restrictions except for financial need." 
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Ill Athletic News 



Forty years have passed since the Northwestern State 
Athletic Fieldhouse opened its doors at the south end of 
Turpin Stadium, and it's generally stood the test of time 
quite well. 

It was considered so visionary at the time that New 
Orleans Saints brass came to Natchitoches to glean ideas 
for their planned facility. NSU's design influenced dozens of 
similar buildings around America. 

Today, it's still functional and efficient in most respects. 
Credit the design process, along with some shrewd re-task¬ 
ing of spaces since to create, notably, the Johnnie Emmons 
Academic Center that can serve about 100 student-athletes 
at once, and last fall, a nutrition center for constant access by 
NSU competitors. 

But nobody anticipated the impact of Title IX, with the 
emergence of women's teams, coaches and staff, along with 
expansion of rosters in football, track and field and baseball, 
also accompanied by more support personnel. Throughout 
this century, annually nearly 400 women and men have been 
competing for NSU in 14 sports. 

Most importantly, the university is graduating them at a 
remarkable 80 percent rate. But nearly as crucial, more so 
when it comes to setting the stage for competitive success, 
NSU is disadvantaged. In sports, bigger, stronger, faster wins. 
The Demons'conundrum: fitting those student-athletes into 
undersized spaces for weight training and for sports medi¬ 
cine treatment. 

Athletics director Greg Burke has the solution, but only if 
supporters can foot the bill. It's a $3.5 million, state-of-the- 
art strength and conditioning annex, nearly 12,000 square 
feet of essential workout space to handle the needs of 14 
teams, some now doing drills in shifts. 

The Athletic Training Center is a cornerstone of the Vic¬ 
torious Campaign to generate private support for facility 
enhancement. Relatively modest-by-comparison projects 
have been accomplished recently with the upgrades to the 
entrance ofTurpin Stadium, the addition of the nutrition 
center, completion of a new N-Club Hall of Fame display 
with a touchscreen data base in Prather Coliseum, and instal¬ 


lation of new dugouts at the Lady Demon Diamond softball 
complex. 

Nearly done: $500,000 in sweeping, fan-friendly improve¬ 
ments to Brown-Stroud Field, home to NSU baseball; and 
new grandstands and other renovations at the Walter P. 

Ledet Track Complex. 

Also on the drawing board is adding locker rooms and 
office and meeting rooms at the Jack Fisher Tennis Complex 
(for additional information, visit NSUDemons.com/Victori- 
ous). 

The new normal: funding isn't going to flow from state 
coffers. It's almost exclusively do-it-yourself. Northwestern 
has a core constituency of about 1,000 athletic donors at lev¬ 
els generally ranging from $50 up to $10,000 annually. That's 
better than ever, but not up to the task at hand. 

Demon football hasn't had a winning season since 2008. 
Recruiting, and improving, with a 1979 weight room is prob¬ 
lematic. 

For NSU Athletics to develop serious traction this year, 
more Demon donors have to step forward, at levels rang¬ 
ing from starter to superstar, while a groundswell of current 
contributors must help move the needle by raising their 
support levels. 


Projects list: 

AthleticTraining Center 
Tennis Complex Enhancements 
Brown-Stroud Field Renovations (in progress) 
Ledet Complex Renovations (in progress) 
Steve and Lori Stroud Hospitality Room 


Completed: 

Turpin Stadium enhancements 
Nutrition Center 
N-Club Displays 
Softball Dugouts 
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Jasmyn Steels stuns field, snags indoor long jump national championship 


Northwestern State long jumper 
Jasmyn Steels entered the 2019 NCAA 
IndoorTrackand Field Championships 
March 8 ranked ninth in the country. 
She walked out an instant NSU legend. 

Steels is a junior at NSU with a 3.6 
grade point average in psychology. 

With a school record 21-2 Vi leap, 
the junior from College Station, Texas, 
won the fourth NCAA championship 
in Northwestern State track and field 
history in her first career appearance in 
a national meet. 

Steels broke a 15-year-old school 
record set by four-time All-American 
Stephanie Sowell on her very first 
jump of the evening in the 16-athlete 
preliminary round. That 21-2 Vi mark 
was matched in the fifth of six rounds 
by Deborah Acquah of Texas A&M, but 
Steels retained the lead because her 
second-best jump was 21-1 14 to 20-0 
Vi by Acquah. 

The advantage held up through the 
final round with Acquah fouling, lock¬ 
ing up the stunning victory for Steels, 
who previously owned a personal best 
of 20-9 14. She was unbeaten in four 
long jump competitions this season 
until she was upset at the Southland 


Conference Indoors, finishing second 
with a 20-4 Vi mark in the same venue, 
the Birmingham CrossPlex. 

In her return to the arena March 8, 
she had the greatest series of her life. 
Four of her six attempts were better 
than any previous career jump. Her 
four best marks ranked first, third, sixth 
and eighth in the field. 

"This feels great. I came in 
really ready to jump," said Steels. 
"Ever since the conference meet 
I've been thinking about this 
and I've been super tuned-in. 

I've been ready and focused for 
several weeks to be honest, and 
it all worked out." 

Steels climbed among the elite 
champions in school history: the 1981 
4x100 meter relay team of Victor Oatis, 
Joe Delaney, Mario Johnson and Mark 
Duper; Brian Brown, the 1990 men's 
indoor high jump champion; and the 
2011 women's discus winner, Trecey 
Rew. 

Steels joined Rew as Lady Demons 
who have captured a national cham- 



Jasmyn Steels 

pionship for NSU and became the first 
to do so indoors. Sowell's second place 
indoors in 2004 was the previous best 
by a female competitor from North¬ 
western. Her career best was a win¬ 
ning 20-10 Vi at the 2003 Southland 
Outdoors. 

Steels was honored with a reception 
on campus March 18. 


Weyerhaeuser grant funds 
improvements at track and field 

Northwestern State recently received an $18,000 grant 
from the Weyerhaeuser Family Foundation to assist in reno¬ 
vations at the Walter P. Ledet Track and Field Complex. 

The Ledet Complex improvements include repairing worn 
areas and markings on the track surface and runways for the 
long and triple jump as well as the javelin runway. 

The grant will also aid in installing an LED Track Curb, 
which is a requirement for hosting meets and serves as a 
training tool for teams. 

The renovations will be complete before NSU will host 
the Southland Conference Outdoor Championships on May 
3-5, which brings men's and women's track and field teams 
from the other 12 league members along with hundreds of 
spectators to Natchitoches. 

Weyerhaeuser has funded close to $250,000 in NSU Ath¬ 
letics'projects that help Northwestern State serve Natchi¬ 
toches Parish and a 15-parish area as an activities' hub in 
rural North and Central Louisiana. 



Members of the Northwestern State athletics staff and Weyerhaeuser 
stand on the running surface that's soon to be renovated at the Walter 
P. Ledet Track and Field Complex. From left are NSU jumps coach Tyron 
Stewart, NSU cross country coach Chris Sauer, NSU Athletics Director 
Greg Burke, Winnfield Timberlands Area Manager Peyton Weeks, Trust 
Joist Mill Manager Jason Smith, NSU Fiead Track and Field Coach Mike 
Fleimerman, NSU senior sprinter Micah Larkins and NSU Associate 
Athletics Director for External Relations Dr. FI a ley Taitano. 
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ENVELOPE 


ill Natchitoches News 



Natchitoches Chamber: CRAVE 

Tailgating Event 

Downtown Riverbank 

www.natchitocheschamber.com 


Girls Weekend 

Downtown Natchitoches 
www.girlswknd.org 


Melrose Arts & Crafts Festival 

Melrose Plantation 
www.melroseplantation.org 


Dragon Boat Races 

Downtown Riverbank 
www.northwesternalumni.com 


Kiwanis Pancake Festival & 5K 

NSU Collins Pavilion 
www.kiwanisclubnatchitoches.com 


Cane River Plantation Ride 

www.bikenatchitoches.org 


St. Mary's Spring Fling 

Downtown Riverbank 


Natchitoches Jazz R&B Festival 

Downtown Riverbank 
www.natchjazzfest.com 


Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame 

Induction 

www.lasportshall.com 


July 4th 


Fireworks on the Cane 

Fireworks over Cane River 


Northwestern State University's Department of Mathematics 
is raising funds to support the Stan Chadick Endowed Professorship. 

Faculty are seeking support to raise $80,000 in contributions that will be matched by $20,000 from the 
Board of Regents. Income from the endowment will be awarded to a professor in the department who is 
involved in professional development of K-16 teachers and/or student activities. 

Every contribution of $50 or more to the Stan Chadick Endowment will be matched 1:4 by an anony¬ 
mous donor until the goal is reached. For example, a contribution of $200 to the fund will result in an 
additional donation of $50. 

Please use this envelope to send in your payment. If you would like to pay via web instead of envelope, 
visit northwesternalumni.com. Small donations are welcomed and encouraged! 
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Guess Who 



Featured in the 1969 Potpourri were the yearbook's photographers who 
gathered for a rare shot in front of the camera. Can you name them? If so, email 
jacksonl(a)nsula.edu with your name, graduation year and city of residence. 


From the previous edition, members of the 1969 Potpourri Ball Court were Pattye 
Robinson,Theresa Lombardino, Sharon Parker, Carolyn Eherhardt, Queen Marsha 
Bella, Susan Brumfield, Susan David, Chris Reed and Janis Lowe. 

Those who guessed correctly are as follows. 


Carole Fox Hartfield (1969) Shreveport 
Craig Poleman (1985) Shreveport 
David Martial Broussard (1969) Erath 
Helen Ruthie Bennett Davis (1971) St. Francisville 
Waynetta Holley Scott (1972) Franklin, Tennessee 
Rosie Prudhomme Finical (1970) Natchitoches 
Beverly Clark Porche (1969) Richmond, Texas 


Paul Robertson (1973) Lafayette 

Cyndee Osborne Ranes (1970) Arlington, Texas 

Donald Mayeaux (1969,1973) Fort Worth 

Edward Chopin (1971) Greenwood 

Evangeline Cheryl Ramsey Eber (1972) Oxford, Mississippi 

Brant Bordelon (1971) Coushatta 



1939 - Mary Virginia Harkey Scriber, 
Dec. 19,2018, Winnsboro 


1943 - Martra "Marty" Murphy Eades, 

Jan. 25,2019, Kerville,Texas 

1950 - Kathryn Henry Mitchell, 

Oct. 22,2018, Mineola, Texas 

1950 - Dr. James E."Doc" Moreland, 

Feb. 6,2019, Shreveport 

1951 - William Thurman Moore, 

Oct. 1,2018, Plain Dealing 

1954- Suanne Kidd, Jan.31,2019, 

New Iberia 

1956 - Joyce Dell Coker McCoy, 

Aug. 4,2018, Port Arthur, Texas 

1958 - James Lynn Davis, March 9,2019, 
Many 

1960 - Henry Clay Dethloff, Jan. 25, 2019, 
Bryan,Texas 

1962 - Thomas O. "Tommy" Harrison, 

Dec. 28,2018, Montgomery 



1964 - Earnest James Baxley Sr., 

Jan. 30,2019, Winnfield 

1967 - Linda Day, Feb. 14,2019, 

Baton Rouge 

1977-Jo Evelyn Dison Honeycutt, 

January 24,2019, Natchitoches 

1968- David Lawrence Bedard, 

Jan. 12,2019, Shreveport 

1963 - Charles L. Gowland, Jan. 24,2019, 
Morgan City 

1987 - Richard E. deVargas, 

March 15,2019, Natchitoches 

Vernon Jordan, Dec. 21,2018, 

Yonkers, New York 

Ruth AnteeThomas, December 19,2018, 
Natchitoches 


1989 

The Lady Demon tennis team finished the 1989 season with a 13-2 record and 
were co-champions in the Southland Conference under first-year head coach Pat 
Dubois. Pictured are Alex Kukaias, Jane Paterson, Saia Jones, Shayne Fitzwilliam, 
Barbara Tons, Victoria Simms, Karen Patel and Coach Johnnie Emmons. 


Michael Evan Austin, Feb. 6,2019, 
Winnfield 

Carol Grace Ryan, Feb. 15,2019, 
Natchitoches 


Alumni Columns El SPRING 2019 















Northwestern State University 
Alumni Columns 
Natchitoches, LA 71497-0002 



April 5 

Austin, TX Alumni After Hours 

6 pm 

Little Woodrows 

nsuatx19.eventbrite.com 

6 

Houston, TX Alumni After Hours 

6 pm 

Kirby Ice House 

nsuhou19.eventbrite.com 

11 

Northwest LA Alumni After Hours 

6 pm 

Savoies, The Catering Place 

nsunwla19.eventbrite.com 

12 

Dallas Fort Worth Alumni After Hours 

6 pm 

Home of Jill Morrison 

nsudfwl 9.eventbrite.com 

18 

CenLA Alumni After Hours 

6 pm 

Spirits Food and Friends 

nsucenla19.eventbrite.com 

25 

East Baton Rouge Alumni After Hours 

6 pm 

Magnolia Mound Plantation 

nsuebrl 9.eventbrite.com 

26 

West Baton Rouge Alumni After Hours 

6 pm 

Home of Virginia and Andre Monceret 

nsuwbrl 9.eventbrite.com 

27 

New Orleans Alumni After Hours 

6 pm 

Nola Brewing Company 

nsunolal 9.eventbrite.com 

May 18 

Lafayette Alumni After Hours 

12 pm 

Sievers Airfield 

nsulaf19.eventbrite.com 


YOU MAY REGISTER AND PAY ONLINE AT: northwesternalumni.com/events 




